Pediatric VAD Discharge and Outpatient Care.
The advancement of pediatric ventricular assist devices (VADs) has enabled pediatric centers to discharge VAD patients home and integrate them back into their communities. Creating standard work flow processes to ensure the educational needs of the patient, family, and community are met will enable programs to successfully manage VAD patients at home. Utilizing multidisciplinary teams to support these patients while hospitalized will greatly contribute to the patients and families readiness for discharge. Defining mutual goals and expectations for patients, families, and the VAD team will promote a superior discharge and outpatient experience.